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IN BRIEF

UFOsmaybe
trapped'waves'

MELBOURNE:

A physicspro-
fessorin

Melbourne

hascomcup
withhis own theoryaboutrecent

UFO sightings.

Professor VictorHopper,deanof
University Studies,RAAF Academy,
Victoria,said yesterday experiments

he
had

conducted duringthe pastfive
yearshad

uncovered

an effectknownas
"anomaluspropogation".

Thiswas causedby
electro-magnetic

wavestrappedin the
atmosphere",

he
said.

"Asa
result,fromtimeto timewe

havebeenableto pickup
objects

on our
radarscreenswhichare over the
horizon".

"Lightwaves,too,arepartof this
same spectrum

andhenceit mightex-
plainwhy peoplesee

objects whichare
unidentified".

WELLINGTON,Saturday(AAP).
— The UFO filmed overNew Zea-
land'sSouthIslandlast

weekend,
and

shownon television throughoutthe
world,was in factmuchsmallerthan
it

appeared
on the screen, scientist

Mr
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An opticsexpert,Mr Rumseysaid
thataftertestingthe windowsof the
aircraft

fromwhichthe filmwas taken

he
believed

theUFO,as seenon tele-

vision,bore little resemblance

to what
the pilothad seen.

"The windowscontainslightim-
perfections

whichmassivelydistortob-
jectsfilmedthrough them",he said.

Holdupcharges
LITHGOW:A man appearedbefore

a chambermagistrate yesterdayin
LithgowCourt,NSW, on several

charges,includingarmed holdups.

Mr ColinVincent Stratton,
24, was

remanded
to the samecourton Tuesday

on threechargesof armedholdup, three

of stealingmotorvehicles,one of
possession

of an illegal firearmand one
of failingto appearat Newtown Court

on August31, 1978.

NSW coal talks

ROME, Saturday (AAP-Reuter).

-
The NSW

Premier,
Mr Wran,left

Romefor London yesterday aftertalks

withsenior Italianstateoil
corporation

officials

on the
possibility

of Italian

involvement

in
exploiting

NSW'sbig
coal deposits,an

Australian Embassy
official said.
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Twins suffocate

MELBOURNE:Six-year-oldtwin
boys

suffocated

in a
wheat-storage

bin
on theirparent's wheatfarmon Friday

near Wycheproof,Victoria.

Policeat
Wycheproof

saidthe twins,

Carland JosephIson,wereplaying
in

the bulkwheatbinin a
paddockwhen

theyweresuckedto the bottom afteran
augurwas started.

Bjelkerecord
BRISBANE:The Premierof

Queensland, Mr
Bjclke-Pcterscn,

will
become Queensland's longest-serving

premieron January14.
He becamepremieron August8,

1968,and willexceedthe present record

heldby Sir FrancisNicklin, premier

from August,1957,to January, 1968.

Volcanoerupts
AUCKLAND,Saturday(AAP).-

WhiteIsland,a
volcano outcrop

in the
Bay of Plenty,eruptedin

spectacular

fashionyesterday.

A
Government scientist,

Mr E. F.
Lloyd,basedin

Rotorua,

the centreof
New

Zealand's thermalregion,said the
activity was a

continuation

of
eruptions

whichbeganon ChristmasEve.
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Literaryprize
ADELAIDE: The Adelaidepublish

ing firm,Rigby's, has
announced

a
$20,000 literary prizeas partof its
120th anniversary.

It willbe opento all
authors,provided

they writeon Australian themes,

Rigby'sexecutive chairman,Mr Bill
Hayessaid yesterday.All

manuscripts

submitted
and all workspublished

in
the next year wouldbe

automatically

entered in the
competition.

Alarmsputin
at schools

Electronic security alarmshave been
installed

in a numberof ACT schools

to counterthe problemof
vandalism

duringthe schoolholidays.

Thealarmsareof thesilenttypeand
an intruder wouldhave no indication

that one had been
activated.

In
addition,patrolsby a

securityfirm
will be used to countervandalism.


